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Saving time, money and the
environment with improved cook stoves

News in Brief
Progress of Savannakhet irrigation system slows to a trickle

After many delays since the start of construction in 2000, the 1,240-metre Huayphaleng
irrigation system in Champhon district, Savannakhet province, is now 33 percent complete.
In 2001the project came to a halt because of funding issues and nothing more was done until
2014 when work resumed. There is currently a further break while work stops for the rainy
season this year. Head of the provincial Irrigation Sector, Mr Sivixay Vongsalasin, said the
massive channel is 18 metres high and can carry 29 million cubic metres of water.
The cost of the project is 200,097 billion kip. When finished, it will deliver water to 2,000
hectares of agricultural land in five villages.

A villager who
is participating
in the project
creates a new
stove from a
mould.

More rural Luang Prabang households have mains electricity

Times Reporters

In July 2015, the Improved Cook
Stoves project, implemented
by the SNV Netherlands
Development Organisation,
Oxfam and ARMI, and funded
by the EU, celebrated a major
milestone.
The project celebrated
the production of its 50,000th
improved cook stove in Laos
since the project began in 2013.
This is truly a landmark in
the work of orienting the stove
sector in Laos towards using
less fuel, which brings multiple
layers of benefits to users and to
the community.
M o r e e ff i c i e n t c o o k
stoves lower risks from
smoke inhalation and help the
environment by producing
fewer carbon emissions as they
consume less fuel.
Higher durability and lower

fuel consumption also provides
economic benefits to consumers,
as the fuel savings puts an
average of US$2 per month back
in the pocket of the consumers.
In addition, the stoves last
four times longer than the
average stoves on the market.
Higher efficiency also saves
about 20 minutes of cooking
time, giving cooks in the
household more time to engage
in other activities.
The programme started in
2010 by taking lessons from
similar projects in the region
and adapting them to the Lao
context.
The project supports
all levels in the market,
from producers, retailers, to
consumers, and also works to
build the capacity of government
bodies such as the Department of
Science and Technology and the
Lao Women’s Union to quality

test and promote the stoves.
There are currently 19 ICS
producers and 750 retailers
across the nation. The more
efficient stoves are recognisable
by their blue label.
“We are halfway towards our
goal and making great progress,
especially now that we have
introduced more stove models to
the market that are for both wood
and charcoal,” explains Bastiaan
Teune, the Renewable Energy
sector leader for SNV in Laos.
“Interestingly some
retailers find it easier now to
sell improved stoves than the
traditional ones because many
customers ask for them,” says
Amphone Souvannalath, the
director of ARMI.
Following this milestone,
the project is looking toward
the future, with the aim of
distributing over 100,000 stoves
in Laos by early 2017.

Some 88 percent of families in rural areas of Luang Prabang province now have a permanent
supply of electricity.
According to the province’s Energy and Mines Department, at least 67,500 households are
now connected to mains electricity, which is greatly improving their living conditions and
helping them to run a small business.
In the next five years the province will further expand the grid so that 95 percent of
households have a permanent supply of electricity.

Man dies in Naxaithong car crash

A truck collided with a car on the Dongdok-Nongbeuk Road in Nasiew village, Naxaithong
district, Vientiane, on Sunday, killing the driver of the car instantly.
Vientiane traffic police named the truck driver as Mr Nuansy, 48, of Sikerd village,
Naxaithong district, and the victim as Mr Inpone, 57, of Sivilay village, Xaythany district.
The truck driver was travelling from the Tanmixay traffic lights along Road No. 13 North
when he collided head-on with the car coming in the opposite direction. The driver later died
of his injuries in hospital.

Two serial thieves arrested

Sisattanak district police recently tracked down three motorbikes after apprehending two
men on charges of their theft. They were Mr Kaikham, 28, of Thongkang village, Sisattanak
district and his friend Mr Aey Amphone, of Xiengda village, Xaysettha district.
Mr Kaikham and Mr Aey Amphone are believed to have stolen three motorbikes and
snatched bags from people in Vientiane on many occasions. The two men will now go on trial
while the recovered motorcycles have been returned to their owners.

